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USER’S GUIDE

The table of contents, immediately following this guide. is divided into four categories, with the
first page of each serving as a divider:

L God's Majesty

I God's Word

MM, Gud's People

IV. Service Music

Within these four categories, there are a total of 51 subtitles offering a wide range of themes
and subjects, For easy reference, the subtitle also appears on each page of the hymn. Both
traditional and contemporary hymns are found in cach subtitle.

Century Praise has 33 Worship Sequences, arranged according to the themes of the 45
subtitles in categories L 11, and [1I listed above. Hymns. prayers, scriptures. and responsive
readings with the same theme are linked as a worship unit. New musical elements have
been added, including modulations for key changes, introductions, transitional interludes. and
new harmonizations to enhance the worship program of the church. Each Worsh ip Sequence
title includes the numbers of the hymns and readings included in that sequence, and the ending
of the sequence is indicated With the 512N s ¢ w——" These sequences can serve as models
for many other creative combinations of hymns, prayvers, scriptures and responsive readings
to form worship sequences to meet the particular needs in vour own church. Another feature
is the addition of new themes of worship sequences 1o enhance the worship for the church
in the twenty-first century. Examples are “Christian Care and Neighberhood, " and *Education
and Knowledge."

Century Praise has some sixty hymns with descants, each selected, written, and edited with
great care. These can be sung by the choir or a soloist or can be played by instrumentalisis.
There is an "Index of Descants” among the indexes which provides cross-referencing of
different hymns which use the same fune.

The footnote of each hymn includes the tune name, meter, author. translator. cOmposer, AIranger,
source, year written (when available). scriptural reference. and copyright information

The signs — =7 =7 within a hymn indicate the measures which can be used as an introduction
by the accompanist, Since each hymn has a different harmonic structure. portions of the
nymn which are marked with — and - can appear mare than once, but the introduction
always terminates with = . The introduction markings are only suggestions.

For the purpose of connecting together the hymns within a worship sequence so that con-
tinuous music will sustain the spirit and magnitude of the singing, Cenmry Praise introduces
the “Suggested Interlude,” & first among Chinese (Chinese/English) hymnals. This fea-
ture aids the accompanist to lead the congregation into the next hymn while ending the current
one. The "Suggested Choral Ending” is added to the ends of certain hymns 10 enhance the
spirit of the singing.

Scripture, prayers, and responsive reading passages have heen carcful ly selected, written,
edited and prepared for use in the church, They are purposely interspersed among the hymns
of a related theme within a subtitle. Some are also placed at the back of the subtitle, providing
easy reference and use.

Within Century Praise, there are several hymns which use more than one tune. For insiance.
hymns no, 54 and 55."When in Our Music God is Glorified, "uses the respective tune names



CELEBRATION 85 and ENGELBERG. The indexes will list the name of the hymn followed
by the tune name in parenthesis, The hymn titles when written in Chinese, are followed by the
designations “Tune 1" or “Tune 2" 1o distinguish berween the different tunes.

19y Indexes:
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 There are 14 indexes in Ceniury Praise, each created with usability and helpfulness in

mind. in order to aid those responsible for designing the worship service. The Index of
Descants, the Index of Worship Sequences, and the Index of Keys are found for the first time
in Chinese (Chinese/English) hymnals.

The individual indexes are as follows:

1. Index of Copyright Owners

Index of Authors, Translators. Composers. Arrangers and Sources

Index of Scripture References

Alphabetical Index of Tunes

Metrical Index of Tunes

Index of Keys

Index of Descants

Index of Worship Sequences

9, Index of Aids to Waorship

10. Topical Index of Hymns in English

11. Topical Index of Hymns in Chinese

12. Index of First Lines in Numerical Notation

13, Index of Titles and First Lines in English

14, Index of Titles and First Lines in Chinese

The Topical Index of Hymns (in English and in Chinese) is a detailed index designed to help
the individual and the church to select appropriate hymns according to specific needs.

R Y

# The Topical Index of Hymns in Chinese is presented in order according to the main
categories in the table of contents as outlined below:

A, Worship and Praisc F. God's Word

B. God the Father G. God's People

C. God the Son H. Spiritual Growth
D. God the Holy Spirit I, The Church

E. The Holy Trinity 1. Onhers

% The Topical Index of Hymns in English is sequenced in alphabetical order and in-
cludes cross-referencing.

Index of Titles and First Lines in English is sequenced in alphabetical order. When the
title differs from the first ling, the first line is printed in light face type.

Index of Titles and First Lines in Chinese is sequenced by the number of strokes of the
Chinese character, When the title differs from the first line, the first line is printed in light
face type.

In translating the hymn texts into Chinese, no attempts were spared Lo achieve the highest
degree of accuracy. Simple words conveying the message of the original lyrics were pre-
ferred to more complicated and rarely used ones. as long as they served to render an accurate
iranslation, or one that is as close to being accurate as possible.

On using the tines, texts, prayers, responsive readings, sources, etc. of other copyright
holders, we have made every atiempt to identify and contact the original owner or publisher
in order to obtain permission for translation and publication. We have stated such approvals
at the hottom of each of these hymns. If. however. you find copyright errors or omissions,
please do not hesitate to let us know so thal corrections can be made in subsequent editions.



